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TRANSPORTATION

ENVIRONMENT

• Over 50 years, a lot of growth is coming

• We can grow without sprawling

• Every type of place needs to do its part

• 50-year vision – our grandchildren’s Bay Area

Model Places: Assumptions and Framework



place-types analysis



TRANSPORTATION

ENVIRONMENT

Place Types: Distribution



place types analysis



open space remains abundant

84%



place types perform differently



urban places are very scarce

Urban N’hoods .06%Office Parks – 4%Cul-de-Sac – 26%



different strategies in:

Communities of Concern
High Resource Areas

equity matters everywhere





Assets 
• detached homes with yards 

• quiet, spacious character

• orientation to (some) family life

Challenges
• limited connectivity and 

walkability 

• one housing type, exclusive

• resource-inefficient, hard to 
service

• resistant to change and growth

• car-dependent

cul-de-sac suburbs







Cul-de-sac Suburbs – Swaths of low-rise, single-family housing



Should each lot really only have one house? 



Maybe some already have more – Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)



ADUs can add more homes without altering the pattern of the 
neighborhood 



Cottage Cluster in Seattle - More compact, less car-centric single-
family homes 



TRANSPORTATION

ENVIRONMENT





Assets 
• walkable block and street pattern 

• mix of housing types 

• diverse communities 

• retail and larger lots along corridors

• attractive to new residents and builders 

• good transit access 

Challenges 
• scarce and subject to 

gentrification

• small, individually owned lots

• resistant to change and growth

• somewhat car-dependent 

small-lot and streetcar suburbs





Traditional Duplex in San Jose



Bungalow Court in Palo Alto



Townhomes on Jennings Avenue in Santa Rosa



Small apartment building- 19 units in Alameda



Small scale infill in Menlo Park



New Housing in downtown San Carlos includes replacement of a city 
parking lot



TRANSPORTATION

ENVIRONMENT





Assets 
• abundant, underutilized land

• large lots under single ownership 

• flexible and standardized

• open to change 

Challenges
• car-dependent; poorly served by transit 

• isolated and inward-facing

• single-use, with few amenities and  
services

• large paved areas worsen heat and 
runoff 

office parks





Office Parks - Ishita Jain



New Mixed-Use Office and Retail Center- San Antonio Center, 
Mountain View



Warms Springs BART, Fremont - 1000 units on 36 acres



Bay Meadows, San Mateo - 83 acres, Office, Retail and 1250 residences



Bay Meadows, San Mateo



Bay Meadows, San Mateo



Bay Meadows, San Mateo



Commercial Corridors- Bringing it all together

More

Commercial Corridors

• Can link all of these 
types with nodes 
along the corridor

• Provide larger sites

• More opportunity 
for development



Commercial Corridors – El Camino Real in San Mateo

Commercial Corridors

• Can link all of these 
types with nodes 
along the corridor

• Provide larger sites

• More opportunity 
for development



Mixed Use and Apartments with Peets Café and Small Grocery in 
Mountain View



Retail and mixed-income housing along ECR in Santa Clara



New Housing along ECR in Belmont



Mixed Use Apartments along El Camino Real, Los Altos near San 
Antonio Rd. 



The Benton in Santa Clara along the ECR replaces a long-term storage 
facility



Questions?



• Is there something we've talked 
about today that you think might 
make your community better? Are 
there things that you’re concerned 
about?

• Imagine one of these buildings in 
your neighborhood. Where would it 
go best and how would it feel?

Breakout session prompts



• Give us feedback at 
https://tinyurl.com/togetherb
etterfuturesurvey

• Learn more about what’s 
happening in your 
community at 
letstalkhousing.org/connect 

• Share your housing story at 
letstalkhousing.org/stories

Next Steps & 
Resources

https://tinyurl.com/togetherbetterfuturesurvey
http://letstalkhousing.org/stories


Thank You!


